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MODERN WORKS Of ART, 

TKt PANORAMA Op THIS KILE. 

This magnificent and stupendous pointing, now on view 
at the Egyptian Halt, Piccadilly, is a matt superb end 
Original work of art Faithfully and vividly pourtraying 
the grand mountainous scenery, the wonderful ancient 
colossal rains and statues on the banks of the riser Nile, it 
carries the spectator with it on art imaginary voyage from 
Grand Cairo, 1700 mites along that famous river's western 
banka, to its second cataract, which forms the boundary 
bet w een Nubia and Ethiopa* and baring reached thus far, 
a panic ensues, and the journey partakes of a istrogide 
movement facing the eastern banks on its return. 

In this splendid work of art, the spectator has a faithful 
and picturesque representation of that delightful oriental 
scenery which the pen can but feebly describe. The most 
prominent objects in the first section of the painting, are the 
rising of the Nile, and the Sitting Statues, considered to be 
the greatest curiosities in Egypt. The second section brings 
Wore the eye of the spectator the Great Pyramids, the 
Desert, with its fearful simoom or sand*storm, and con¬ 
cludes with a nurd representation of the Great Sphinx of 
the De aait. This is by far the grandest part of the exhi¬ 
bition, and pourtrays the flouting and luminous sky of as 
eastern clime magnificently before the eye; the scorching 
atanospbese and burning rays of the sun, a* it seems to be 
withering up everything before it in the great desert, brings 
forcibly to the memory all the fearful accounts which tradi¬ 
tion and history speaks of, where the parched-up and dying 
travellers meet with a fearful end in these sultry regions of' 
the east 

Then comas the sand-storm, which swallows up all b e fo re 
it m sue huge flying mountain of searching sand. Here the 
painim has wxiainly studied nature to the very life ; for m 
description of the pen can da justice to the magnificence of 
ibis portion of the panorama. The sun- tit desert teems to 
oppress one with an unbearable heat, whilst the flying aaud- 
storm makes the spectator inadvertently shudder at its 
approach. The clearness and transparency of an eastern 
atmosphere is also beautifully given ; together with the 
various astronomical and lunar peculiarities which the tropic* 
display to the wondering gaae of the traveller. 

The authenticity of the designs are vouched for as being 
the work of Mr. Joseph Dunomi; and the panorama is 


pointed from that eminent artist’s sketches by Mr. Henry 
Warren and Mr# James Fahey. These gentlemen have not 
only laid the public under immense obligations by their 
talented efforts in the production of this panorama, but they 
have also earned for themselves a reputation that will lost 
as long as the taste for the objects they have pour tray ed 
shall exist. In concluding this brief sketch of the Nils 
Panorama, we must not omit to mention the very great 
assistance and the in creasing interest which are given to 
the various local scenic effects as they arise, by the lectures 
and detailed information so cleverly and tastefully delivered 
by Mr. Kingston. Even though possessed of an accurate 
and minute catalogue, the panorama would be but on unin¬ 
telligible picture, as far as history is conowned, if wonting 
this valuable accompaniment 

The following descriptions ore explanatory of the Four 
Views we have engraved from this admirable, historical, and 
instructive Fainting. 

Xm Entrauce to the Desert.— 1 This very beautiful 
scene is intended to represent an inohknt of common 
occurrence in that portion of the desert near to CairOt A 
kadi, or Turkish magistrate, his officers, and acme of the 
wandering fiedawean with tireir camelp, form the figures in 
the fore*ground. An enquiry into some thefts committed 
by the Frdiirnwi is in oomm of procedure and the accused 
stands before the kadi to onowar the chol^a. A description 
of these predatory children of the desert is given in the 
following striking language by Mr. Kinglakc, in him 
“Bathe*.” ^ Almost every man cf this race closely re¬ 
sembles bia hseChnen; almost every «us has large and finely 
formed fasfcra*, but hit lace is *0 thoroughly stripped of 
flesh, and the white folds from his hood-gear fall down by 
his haggard cheeks so much in the burial fashion, that ha 
looks quite sad and ghastly ; his large dark orbs roll slowly 
and solemnly over the white of his deep-set eyes—his 
countenance shows prinful thought and long suffering—tha 
suffering of one fallen from a high estate. His gait is 
strangely m^eatk, and he marches along with his simple 
blanket as though he were wearing the purple. Hii com¬ 
mon talk is a terra of pieacing setearns and cnee more 
painful to the ear than the most raniriotwg fin* nutria 
than 1 ever endiuwdL" 

Tue Sitting Statu sa.—These «ikwi&<mu colossi stood 
on the plain at Western Thebes \ and ore believed to have 
been, in their perfect state, representsrions of Amuuophth 
III., one of the early Pharaohs of Egypt, Ids name ap¬ 
pearing upon them in hieroglyphics. The height of each, 
with the pedestal, is sixty feet; the material of which they 
ore formed being that description of conglomerate so well 
known aa plum-pudding atone- Each was originally a 
tingle block, but one having sustained a fall, and become 
broken, was afterwards built up of many fragments. To¬ 
gether they are computed to contain about 11,500 cubic 
feet of stone. The one near which are the figures in the 
boat, Is the renowned Memnoffs statue, that in old time 
gave forth music at day-break- Sounds issued from it sc 
soon as Its face became gilded by the earliest rays of the 
rising sun. The great and the illustrious journeyed from 
all countries to hear that wondrous music, and have left 
records of their visits in inscriptions to be found on various 
parts of the statue. Whence the music originated is a 
puzzle yet unsolved. While some have considered its 
cause to have been in some natural property of the stone, 
others have regarded it as nothing more than a piece of 
conjuriiig on the part of the priests, Sk Gardner Wil¬ 
kinson holds to this latter opinion, because it is recorded 
that wfcen Hadrian, the Roman emperor, visited the statue, 
rejoicing at his presence, it uttered the sounds three times 
instead of once ; and il is, to say the least, suspicious that 
a natural phenomenon should have taken such especial 
notice of the presence of a monarch. 

Tub Pyramids.—T he pyramids were erected by the 
kings of anoreut Egypt for their sepulchres. The history 
of a pyramid was discovered by Dr. Lepsius only a few 
years since- It appears that when a Pharaoh commenced 
his reign a piece of rock was sought out in the desert, and 
a chamber excavated to serve for the monarch 1 ]; tomb. 
Around this piece of rock a complete coating of etoue was 
put in the first year of tUe owner'* reign; a second coating 
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being Added in the second years And * third costing super- 
added in the third f —the pyramid continuing to grow at the 
rate of one layer of atones per jeu for just so manv yean 
11 the king reigned* At the monarch's decease be was 
embalmed, placed in the central chamber, the entrance 
closed, and the pyramid covered with a limestone casing; 
•0 that the number of courses of stone in one of these 
erection* give* evidence of the length of its bonder's reign. 
The pyramid given in the sketch is the" Second Pyramid*" 
It was the tomb of King Ssnsophis; and was built nearly 
*,000 yean tines. The lime-stone casing has been partially 
removed, bat some still remaining at the summit, the 


TO THE DESEHT* 

ascent is difficult, end very seldom made. The oaring i» 
20 feet thick, and every block of it weighs shout debt tons. 

The Great Sr him*— The fact of this colossal wonder 
of antiquity being a mutilated portrait of the Pharaoh 
whom Moses confronted, and who ruled Egypt when 
tbs children of Israel wen dwellers in that land, mw t 
necesastfy render it m object of extreme internet It 
was carved out of a piece of lime-stone rock 1,100 
year* ago. In height it is about 60 feet The head is 
mere than 140 feet in circumference - while the body, whkh 
is that of a lion, is nearly the same number of feet In length. 
It was intended for a huge image of the greatest of the 



THE StTTlNO ITATtE** 
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YSC SECOND PYRAMID, 


Egyptian gods; the human head wined to the Hoh t b body 
typifying the muon of intellectual and physical strength, 
supposed to be the attribute of the Jlmity, Amun Rs. 
Affixed to ita breast there la a granite tablet* the hierogly- 
phicml inscriptions on which, state it to hare been sculp¬ 
tured in the reign of Thothme* IV\, to commemorate a vic¬ 
tory gained by him predecessor, the contemporary of Moses* 
over a tribe called the Hykshos, a race of sheph erds who 
had invaded Egypt* and in honour of the victor* M s portrait 
wu given to perpetuity in the countenance of the Sphinx. 
Presenting an air of grandeur and repose, this awe-inspiring 


Colossus has kept its solemn watch in the desert for thirty- 
three hundred years; having outlived the Pharaohs* the 
Ptolemies, the Caesars* and the Khaleefr. Many attempts 
have been made to bring the Hon** body into full view, by 
clearing away the surrounding sand, in which it is partially 
enveloped; but the labour has on every occasion been of 
little avail ; the aand re-filling the excavation almost as 
quickly as it was made* as if the desert were itself con¬ 
scious of the treasure it pouetses* and determined to foster 
carefully the magnificent charge entrusted to its faithful 
custody. 



























